A reflection from Bishop Colin Johnson

| have a picture of Jesus surrounded by children. It is not the usual
pious collection of well-turned-out little cherubs. Jesus’ back is to the
viewer so the faces of the children are revealed. A toddler is held in
his arms, contentedly sucking her thumb as she looks at the world
over Jesus’ shoulder. A shy two-year-old is gently pushed forward to
this stranger by an eager parent. A put-upon older brother carries a
younger sibling on his back. Then there is a mischievous six-year-
old, hands behind his back, glancing back with a smirk to check out
whether anyone sees him.

Ordinary children. The pride of their mothers, or their despair.
Jesus is obviously enjoying himself and them. And they respond in
kind. The kingdom of God belongs to these little children, Jesus
says. He sees the kingdom through their eyes and invites us to do
the same.

They are not to be turned away. Disciples who think Jesus
ought to be engaged in more pressing “adult” issues are rebuked.
And woe to any who cause such a little one to stumble! (Matthew
18:1-7)

But stumble they do. As we do. Too many children in Canada

face the effects of poverty every day. They go to bed hungry. They
are too tired when they go to school to learn effectively, because
they endure inadequate housing or poor nutrition. They get left
behind; they lose hope. And that just scratches the surface.

In a society as privileged as ours, it is simply sinful that any,
let alone so many, children live in poverty. They are more than
ordinary children; they are Christ’s beloved, and our brothers and
sisters.

What would change in our perceptions of poverty and our
judgments about the poor if we viewed them through the eyes of
children?

We as a diocese are committed to working not only to
reduce, but to eliminate child poverty. | ask you to take your part in
this witness as part of God'’s call to build communities of hope and
compassion, to work for the kingdom of God.
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Every child deserves a fair chance

As Christians we’re called to do justice,

love kindness, and walk humbly with our

God (Micah 6:8). The poverty of children

amidst our affluent society calls us to live

out this command through specific actions,

some as individuals and some through our parish.
Here are a few action ideas:

Love kindness and walk humbly:
Partner with a FaithWorks agency helping families in need, such
as Flemingdon Park Ministries or Couchiching Jubilee House.
Contact local schools to learn about school breakfast or other
programs to which your parish could contribute.
Do a Bible study on the connections between poverty and our
faith. Contact the Social Justice and Advocacy Board for
resources.
Invite a speaker from the diocesan Child Poverty Subcommittee
to speak to your parish, either as a homilist or after the service.

Do justice:
- Ask your provincial MPP to support increased incomes for the

working poor, so they can afford both rent and other essentials
such as food. Ontario’s minimum wage of $8.00 per hour leaves
many full-time workers in poverty. Urge that an increase in the
minimum wage to $10.25 be implemented more quickly than
2010, as announced.
Ontario holds a provincial election Oct. 10. Ask candidates what
they'll do to help the 478,000 children living in poverty. Raise
poverty issues at all-candidates’ meetings.
The provincial government announced a new Ontario Child
Benefit in its 2007 budget. Combined with revised social
assistance rates, it will raise incomes for a parent with one child
on social assistance by $30 per month in 2008. Express your
support for this step, but tell the politicians that higher benefit
levels are needed.

To find out more, visit the Social Justice and Advocacy page on the
Diocese of Toronto website, www.toronto.anglican.ca/sjab.




